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Contextualize yourself in a line.
I am, as Churchill said about Russia, an enigma, wrapped in 
a puzzle, surrounded by a mystery. Sorry sorry, that’s not 
me. That’s me trying to use an iPhone.
 
Why do you do what you do?
I have no vocational skills, like being an eye surgeon, weld-
er or Meru driver. If I could earn a living with my hands, an 
honest wage, I would not use jokes.
 
One similarity and one difference between Anuvab Pal on 
stage and off stage?
Similarity: I am a cowardly Bengali (by origin). Difference: I 
invent a child on stage who wastes my money. I don’t have 
a child off stage—I waste my own money.
 
First memory of performing?
I was seven and I played a pissed off fox. I think in Act 2, I 
fought a bear, who was basically my friend, Sameer.
 
First job ever?
I was an intern at the US Federal Reserve in Chicago. My job 
was to watch dollars being printed. There is nothing more 
depressing than seeing money being printed and not being 
given to you.
 
What do you resort to doing when you have a tough crowd?
 I talk louder, which does not help.
 
Your most embarrassing moment—on stage and off stage?
Offstage: Pretty much every day.
On stage: I was once told it was a billionaire’s party. I 
wished him, ‘Happy Anniversary’ at the end of my show. 
He’d just gotten divorced.

If you could be a fly on the wall, whose wall would it be? 
Everyone’s. My life is based on eavesdropping on life. Being 
invisible is my dream. 

The best thing to spread on toast?
First butter, then jam, then love.  

One ritual you cannot do away with?
Double espresso every morning. Starbucks.

What makes Anuvab Pal
Sexy: That someone would consider that as an option is 
sexy enough.
Mad:  When I am not doing enough shows. And when I am 
doing shows.
Dumbstruck: Technology.
 
Your wildest fantasy?
A writing desk with a nice view and no noise. I live in 
Bombay, so it is wilder than a wild fantasy.

One subject you always avoid?
Myself. It bores me.
 
Three things that influence your work.
 How the world looks at India. Failure. Delusion. British 
things.

If you had a shrinking device, what’s the one thing you’d 
miniaturize first? 
Distances between world cities.

Three things you do just before you get on stage?
Stretching—but it means nothing because I do it all wrong. 
I eat cookies to get a sugar rush which will probably kill 
me on stage someday. And I promise myself that I will quit 
right after that particular show.
 
Your favourite 
One liner: Thank you and Good night.
Place to crack a joke: A dinner table.

Three things people don’t know about you...
I hate planes, love the supermarket and the chicken tikka 
masala in London. 

Freedom for you means?
Eating all the biryani I want.  

What’s next?
I’m on a tour of the US version of The Nation Wants To Know 
which finished its run in India. I just finished a show in New 
York. San Francisco is next. Then I’m back in Bombay to start 
preparing for my new show, Empire. P
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